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Goals and objectives of the Exchange Program

Taking into account the worldwide development towards globalization in almost every field of our daily life we find it important that every student in the world is given the chance of learning to understand and communicate in foreign languages as well as given a chance to acquire a knowledge about different cultures.

The main objective of a student exchange program is to learn about people in a different country coping with situations alike and problems similar to one’s own.

Past and present of the LIT – bbs|me Exchange Program

In 1996 Dr. Robert Krienke, President of the Lamar University Institute of Technology, asked the “Landeszentrale für politische Bildung” in Hannover, Germany for assistance in finding an appropriate partner institute for a student exchange program. The “Landeszentrale für politische Bildung” approached BBS 4 Hannover, where two teachers were attracted by the idea of Dr. Krienke and only after a few phone calls and faxes a first group of 12 German students and 2 teachers visited Lamar University Institute of Technology in October/ November 1996 for a period of two weeks. In June 1997 BBS 4 welcomed a small group of LIT students headed by President Dr. Krienke and his wife in Hannover.
After these initial visits the exchange program got started on a regular basis with a BBS 4 group going to Beaumont in November and a LIT group visiting BBS 4 in May/ June each year. 

The Program’s Framework

What makes this exchange program so special for all the participants is the fact that students and the accompanying members of the faculty stay with students and faculty members of the partner institute during  their visit abroad. A unique experience that provides an inside view of what daily life and studying within the other country is all about.
The duration of each visit is two weeks.

Our Exchange Partner

The Lamar Institute of Technology in Beaumont provides study programs leading to an Associate Degree in various technical and non-technical fields ranging from Health programs (e.g. Dental Hygiene, Respiratory Care) to Technology programs (e.g. Computer Networks, electronics, Process Operating). All programs last for two years. After graduating at LIT, students are able to continue their studies at the Lamar University Campus going for higher degrees. 
The programs are designed as a system of courses split up in four semesters. The duration of a study period can be extended for part-time students. That gives students a chance of staying in their jobs while studying – part time – at LIT. As a matter of fact, a lot of students have one or more jobs and attend classes at LIT. This results in a student population that differs an age ranging from the young high school graduate to students who have been on their jobs for more than 20 years.
The city of Beaumont

The city of Beaumont is located in Eastern Texas close to the border of Louisiana. It’s a two hour drive to Houston, the major city in the area. Beaumont has got a population of 115.000.

The city became famous when in 1901 the first Texan oil was found there. Although the Oil Boom is over today the whole area is still influenced by the oil. Drilling now takes place offshore in the Gulf of Mexico, but a lot of refineries and petrochemical plants are located around the Beaumont area. This of course has its effect on employment opportunities and many of LIT training programs are designed to meet the needs of this special industry.
Hurricane Rita and the consequences

In September 2005 the area of Beaumont was located directly in the centre of Hurricane Rita and a lot of buildings and the infrastructure were destroyed. The exchange student Darlene Licatino sent us her experiences with this disaster. This was the reason that the exchange program had to interrupt for half a year. In 2006 the exchange program proceeds with two visits of students at LIT in March and at bbs|me in May. The LIT student Robin Walker shows us her unforgettable impressions from Germany.
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